The Role of Wine in American Society

Freshman Seminar - Fall, 1998






      Steve Erfle

Tu,Th 11:00am-12:15pm






          2nd Floor Biddle

Office Hours: W 8:00-10:00am



     
             
  245-1635 (O)

258-6816 (H before 8pm)

Required texts:







           

FP
The French Paradox and Drinking for Health, Gene Ford

GiW
Grapes into Wine: the art of winemaking in America, Philip Wagner

N
Napa, James Conaway

TyH
To Your Health: the healing power of alcohol, Barry Fox

A spiral bound notebook to act as a “reading journal”

Recommended:
A Writer’s Reference, 3rd ed., Diane Hacker

Tentative Schedule:

Saturday, August 29
8:30-10:00am: Group Advising Session




3:30-5:00pm:  Introduction

Monday, August 31    9:30-11:00am: GiW chapters 1-5.  Diagnostic essay due.

Tuesday, September 1
Trip to Nissley Vineyard, meet at HUB info desk at 8:30am Sharp. Wednesday, September 2, CLASSES BEGIN (no Freshman Seminar meeting today)

Tuesday
 



Thursday
       
       
Paper due date*






September 3
GiW  ch. 6-11

September 8
N  ch.1-7

September 10
FP pp. 7-90


September 15
Writing Workshop
September 17
FP pp. 93-152
9/14 Mon. - draft # 1

September 22
TyH ch. 1-5

September 24
FP pp. 153-198
9/21 Mon. - final # 1

September 29
TyH ch. 6-10

October 1
FP pp. 199-256


October 6
Library Research

October 8
N  ch. 8-15


October 13
Writing Workshop
October 15    MIDTERM PAUSE
10/12 Mon. - draft # 2

October 20
N  ch. 16-22

October 22
N  ch. 23-31
10/23 Fri. - final # 2

October 27
N  ch. 32-38

October 29
N ch. 39-46


November 3
N  ch. 47-epilogue
November 5
WBM discussion


November 10
Writing Workshop
November 12
Film discussion 
11/9 Mon. - draft # 3

November 17
WBM discussion

November 19
WBM discussion
11/16 Mon. - final # 3

November 24
“About Wine”

November 26  Thanksgiving Break 

December 1
Film discussion

December 3
Wrap-up class
12/4 Fri. – Final paper

*Papers are due by 6:00pm on the day listed.  Late papers will be reduced by 1/3 grade per day late.  Papers may be delivered by my box in the secretary’s office on the 2nd floor of Biddle by 4:00pm.

Attendance is required.  Seminars are small discussion courses, so the participation of students is vitally important to the success of the class.  If you need to miss a class, or have missed a class because of an emergency, please let me know as soon as possible.  During classes in which we discuss reading materials, there will be three discussion leaders whose responsibility it will be to come to class prepared to lead discussion – these leaders will also be encouraged to do supplementary reading in order to further inform the group.  Discussion leaders are encouraged to discuss the reading material with me prior to class.  The attached sheet provides discussion leader assignments throughout the semester.

Specific instructions for each paper will be handed out in class.  No paper will be accepted unless it conforms to the usual rules of grammar and spelling (see Hacker).  All papers must be word processed and show attention to careful proofreading.  Papers will be evaluated on your demonstration of careful reading, critical thinking, and clarity of writing.  On each of your three formal papers, you will have the opportunity to revise, after peer review in workshops and after I have returned your drafts with comments and suggestions.  Good writing is rewriting; I want you to take both the drafting process and the rewriting process seriously.  As a result, drafts and final versions will be given independent grades, and there is an expectation of improvement in going from the draft version to the final version (i.e. a B+ draft is not a B+ final version).  Additionally, you will be allowed the opportunity to re-revise your second or third paper a final time (in case you were unhappy with one of these two final papers).  This redraft is due on Friday December 4th.  This redraft is optional.  If you decide to undertake a second redraft, the same rules apply as applied to earlier drafts; a redraft must show improvement in order to obtain the same grade as before the redraft. If the new grade is higher than your earlier final grade for that paper, it will replace your earlier final paper grade.

You will be expected to keep a “reading journal” in which you record reactions to the assigned readings.  You will be expected to come to seminar with a “class preparation paragraph” written in your journal.  A “class preparation paragraph” is a summary of the assigned reading and your reactions to them.  You may be asked to share your paragraph with the class by the discussion leader (as a method of starting discussion).

Peer Review Writing Workshops are opportunities to benefit from having your writing closely read and critiqued by your peers.  The class will be broken into 3 groups of 5 students each.  In each group, you will spend 15-20 minutes discussing each person’s paper.  You will receive copies of each other’s papers on the day before the workshop and it is your responsibility to provide either a) legible handwritten, or preferably b) typed comments on each of the four papers you have not written in your group.  If you provide these comments via e-mail, you must provide a physical “key” as well.  Group assignments for each of the three papers is on the attached sheet.

Evaluation:  Your final grade will be based on completion of all the requirements with consideration given to improvement in reading, writing, discussion, and analytical skills.  

The following percentages apply:





    Cumulative %

Three Papers: each draft is worth 8% and each final version is worth 12%.

60%

Peer Review of papers: written comments together with discussion of 


your peers papers is worth 6% per workshop.



18%

Acting as discussion leader is worth 4% per time.




16%

Class participation (being an active discussant, etc.):




  6%

